
2^3- fNew) A m o th o d f or l u nU u l l iny Jala tians r nlsslon ovenj d ata-* 
etwork, the method comprising the steps of: 

copying data to be transmitted from a main memory/fn a host computer to 
a buffer memory in a network controller; 

transmitting data from the buffer memory ovpf a physical link of the data 
network in response to a threshold quantity of tjae data having been copied to the 
buffer memory; and 

providing an indication to the host/fcomputer that a frame of data has been 
successfully transmitted over the physical link of the data network in response to 
the frame of data having been copjed to the buffer memory. 

& j & 

54. (New) The method of claim 58 including the additional step of 
unallocating memory locatic/ns in the buffer memory upon successful 
transmission of the f ram/ of data over the physical link. 

^ j & 

05. (New) The method of claim 03 wherein the threshold quantity of data 



is less than a frarne of data. 

i < 

SB. (Neto) The method 
is greater than a frame of data. 



■1 

of claim^Q 1 



wherein the threshold quantity of data 



(New) The method of claim §6 wherein the network controller 
litors transmit events while transmitting data over the physical link of the data 
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(New) The method of-e te i m y w h ere i n the network contro l^ 



maintains a statistical history of transmit events identified while traprsmitting data 
over the physical link of the data network. 

% 



(New) An apparatus facilitating the transmission of data over a 
physical link of a data network, comprising: 

a buffer memory having a plurality of merhory locations; and 
a controller coupled to the buffer mennory, the controller to initiate ^ ^ 
transmission of data over the physical linK in response to a threshold quantity of / 
data having been copied into the buffer memory from a coupled host computer, > 
the controller to provide an indication of successful frame transmission over the f ] 
physical link to the host computed in response to a predetermined quantity of 
data having been copied to the buffer memory. 



f / $ 

^^6. (New) The apparatus of claim £9 wherein the predetermined quantity 



of data is a frame of data. 



y\ . (NewY The apparatus of claims wherein the indication is a transmit 
complete signal. 

Jo2/ (New) The apparatus of claim 59 wherein the controller monitors 
transmit events while data is being transmitted over the physical link of the data 
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-(New)-Tho a pparatu s of cla i m <50n: 



^torage- 



medium wherein a statistical history compiled by the controller^ maintained. 

64. (New) A computer system comprising: 
a central processing unit (CPU); 
a bus coupled to the CPU; 
a main memory coupled to the bus; and, 
a bus controller coupled between the/bus and a physical link of a data 
network, the bus controller including buffer memory having a plurality of memory 
locations, the bus controller to initiate transmission of data over the physical link 
in response to a threshold quantity of data having been copied into the buffer 
memory from the main memory, me bus controller to provide an indication of 
successful frame transmission/over the physical link to the CPU in response to a 
predetermined quantity of cjata having been copied to the buffer memory. 

55. (New) The computer system of claim £4 wherein the predetermined 
quantity of data is/a frame of data. 

i( / & 

0o. (Mew) The computer system of claim ^wherein the predetermined 



quantity 9/ data is a frame of data. 

(New) The computer system 



of claim pA v 



wherein the indication is a 
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